
 
 

Why Take The Risk – Use Soybean Seed 
Treatments 

 
 
With the current price of soybeans do you want to gamble on loosing yields to disease or 
insects?  There are several diseases such as;  Pythium, Phytophthora, Rhizoctonia, 
Phomopsis, Fusarium and Seed born Sclerotina that can infect emerging soybeans.   

 
 

                                 
 
Any of these disease problems can make reduce your stand and make it less uniform, 
therefore robbing your yield! 
 
  
 
 



This year we face a particular problem with the disease Phomopsis.  This disease has 
infected some of the seed stock that you may be planting this spring due to the wet fall 
the main soybean seed producing regions had this past fall. 
 

Phomopsis Infected Pod From Fall of 2007 

 
 
The best way to protect against it is to use a fungicide seed treatment such as Warden.  
These fungicide treatments will also allow you to plant earlier, and protect the investment 
you have in your soybean seed.   

 
 
These fungicide treatments have great return on invesment as well, with a historical 
return of 2 bu/acre on average.  
 
 
 
 



Along with the possibility of disease affecting your seed, you also have the potential of 
insects also doing damage to your soybean seed and small seedlings. A treatment with a 
product like CruiserMaxx will help protect against Wireworm, White Grub, Seed corn 
Maggots, and especially over-wintering Bean Leaf Beetles which can have a large impact 
on soybean stand and seedling health, especially on early planted soybeans.  
 
Bean Leaf Beetle      Bean Leaf Beetle Feeding Early 

             
 
Iowa State University data in 2007 trials showed an average of 3.6 bu/acre return with the 
application of CruiserMaxx. The CruiserMaxx treatment also gives you the added benefit 
of being combined with fungicide Warden.  This combination will give you protection 
from both disease and insect damage to your soybeans seed. 
 

 

 
 

Feel free to stop and ask any of the FCS agronomists about seed treatment options. Why 
gamble this year, soybean seed protection and seedling protection will greatly reduce 
your risk and has an excellent return on investment with today’s soybean prices! 


